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BLOCK 5: LESSONS 3-4 – LOYALTY: JONATHAN AND DAVID
Jonathan and David—they could easily have been fierce rivals. Jonathan was the king’s son.
David would become the next king. One young man possessed the bloodline and rightful claim
to the throne. The other young man was God’s choice for the next king. So how did these two
potential rivals become such close friends? Loyalty was a huge factor.

Do you think loyalty is viewed as outdated or impractical in our culture today? If so, why?

A COMMITTED LOYALTY
Read 1 Samuel 18:1-4.

This description of Jonathan and David is recorded in the biblical narrative right after the
account of David defeating Goliath. You quickly get a sense of the love and loyalty between the
two young men in verse 1: “Jonathan was bound to David in close friendship.” Both had already
demonstrated great courage as warriors—Jonathan in defeating the Philistines in battle and
David in slaying the Philistine giant, Goliath. Either one of them alone was a strong and capable
young man. Yet they must have seen the value in working to build a loyal relationship with each
other. Their actions show they valued the “we” over the “I.”

In what ways did Jonathan demonstrate his loyalty to David in this passage?

Who has been a loyal friend to you? How does that person show you loyalty?

This passage also tells us that Jonathan loved David “as much as he loved himself” (v. 1). That
phrase can also be translated “as much as he loved his own life.” The words imply selflessness
and self-sacrifice. President Woodrow Wilson, in a 1916 address, stated:
“Loyalty means nothing unless it has at its heart the absolute principle of self-sacrifice.”

What comes to mind when you think of …

Selflessness:

Self-sacrifice:

Here’s how Merriam-Webster defines these words:

Selflessness: having no concern for self

Self-sacrifice: sacrifice of oneself or one’s interest for others or for a cause or ideal

Both words carry the idea of putting the needs of others before your own. Some in our culture
might view these characteristics in a negative light, or at the least as not-so-positive traits.
Maybe the idea of selflessness is wrongly associated with being a human doormat. But in God’s
kingdom, traits like selflessness and self-sacrifice are highly valued.

Would you use either of these words—selfless or self-sacrificing—to describe yourself? Why or
why not?

Why is it difficult to consistently live out these traits?

For all of us, our natural bent is to ourselves. Only with God’s help can we truly put the needs of
others ahead of our own.

Verse 3 tells us Jonathan sealed their friendship by making a covenant with David. In those
days, a covenant was an oath-bound promise. We don’t usually think of our family relationships
and friendships today in terms of covenants in the way that they did in the ancient world. The
Hebrew word used translated as “covenant” in verse 3 technically means “to cut a covenant”
and refers to the two people making ritual sacrifices as part of their promise to each other.
With the covenant described in verse 3, Jonathan also gave David gifts—his robe, tunic, sword,
bow, and belt. With these gifts, the king’s son was acknowledging David’s royal role as the next
king of Israel.

How is loyalty sometimes costly?

LOYALTY BUILT TO LAST
Sometimes being loyal means choosing the more challenging path over the easy road. Over
time, King Saul grew jealous of David and gave the order to have him killed (1 Sam. 19:1-3).
Ignoring his father’s instructions, Jonathan instead warned David that Saul wanted him dead.
Jonathan even devised a plan for David to go into hiding. In doing so, he made the difficult
choice to stand against his father to try to protect his friend.
Jonathan then advocated for David before his father, reminding Saul of how David had faithfully
served the king. In doing so, Jonathan was temporarily successful in talking his father down
from his plan to have David killed (1 Sam. 19:4-7).
Jonathan and David’s loyalty to each other was tested in this moment, and would be tested
again by King Saul’s jealous anger. Yet their loyalty withstood the pulls and strain of family
jealousy.

What factors or circumstances might strain the loyalties you currently hold with family? With
friends? With Christ?

How can you cultivate strong relationships built to withstand the test of time and challenges?

LOYALTY MULTIPLIED
David’s loyalty to Jonathan extended even beyond Jonathan’s death. In 2 Samuel 9:1, David
raised the question, “Is there anyone remaining from the family of Saul I can show kindness to
for Jonathan’s sake?” The answer was that Jonathan had a son named Mephibosheth who was
living in hiding. David found Mephibosheth, returned land to him that had belonged to his
grandfather Saul, and invited him to eat at the king’s table. David treated Jonathan’s son like his
own son.

Loyalty has a way of multiplying like that. David could have viewed Jonathan’s son as a potential
rival, seeking to gain the throne. Instead, reflecting his loyalty to Jonathan, David looked for
ways to help Mephibosheth.

When have you seen the benefits of loyalty overflow into other relationships and other areas of
your life?

Could there be situations where a person should not stay in a relationship simply for the sake of
old loyalties? Explain.

How do you know when it’s time to step back from a relationship? In what ways do you use
God’s Word as a guide for all your relationships?

Let’s be clear, there perhaps are (or will be) relationships you need to step back from or end
because they are not healthy or safe. Or perhaps your loyalty to Christ should supersede a
relationship that draws you away from God and His purpose for you. At that point, health and
spiritual priorities trump loyalty. Seek God’s wisdom in these relationships and situations. You
absolutely want to be a loyal family member and friend, but not at the expense of your health
or your relationship with Jesus.

OUR LOYALTY EXAMPLE
Think about Jesus’ life and the ways He modeled loyalty. Consider:
• His loyalty in His relationship with the disciples;
• His loyalty in His friendships with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus;
• His loyalty in following His Father’s plan;
• His loyalty even to those who rejected Him.

How would you describe the loyalty Jesus displayed?

How has Jesus shown loyalty to you?

Are you currently leaving a legacy of loyalty? If so, how? If not, what needs to change for you to
have a loyalty like that of Christ?

IN YOUR OWN WORDS: How would you describe the loyalty evident in Jonathan and David’s
relationship?

IN YOUR OWN LIFE: Where in your own life could you work toward that kind of loyalty in your
relationships with family and friends?

This block, we’ve examined generosity from both ends of the economic ladder—one person
with little, one person with much—in the stories of the widow with two coins and the
Shunammite woman. We saw how God can use what we have in powerful ways when we make
our hearts and our resources available to Him.

We’ve also explored loyalty in the family relationship with Ruth and Naomi and in a friendship
with Jonathan and David. These stories showed us how God uses loyalty to bind people’s hearts
together in both comfortable and challenging times. We saw that the loyalty between two
people can even overflow to bring blessings to others around them.

When we think about legacy characteristics like generosity or loyalty, we see the best versions
of these ideals in the way God interacts with His people. God showed generosity and loyalty to
us, even when we were far away from Him. His generosity and loyalty are an outflowing of His
love for us.

Think of ways you’ve seen God at work in your life, and list some examples in the space below:

I’ve seen God’s generosity expressed in my life through …

I’ve seen God’s loyalty expressed in my life through …

When we are more aware of how our lives are blessed because of God’s generosity and loyalty,
then a natural next step is to look for ways to touch the lives of those around us with the
overflow of that generosity and loyalty.

LIVE GENEROUSLY
Try starting each day thanking God for His generosity toward you. Like water flowing
downstream, generosity flows easily out of a thankful heart. So begin the day with the proper
heart attitude of thankfulness for all God’s good gifts, and then look for opportunities to live
generously. Remind yourself that generosity is not just about dollars and cents. Generosity is
also reflected in how we use our time, energy, resources, and talents.
Where could you make a difference this coming week through your generosity?

Where will you look for fresh opportunities to live generously, building a legacy of generosity in
the days ahead?

WEAR LOYALTY LIKE A NECKLACE
The Book of Proverbs is a helpful “life manual” concerning our relationships with each other
and with God. Proverbs 3:3 teaches us,
“Never let loyalty and faithfulness leave you. Tie them around your neck; write them on the
tablet of your heart.”
This is such a great reminder that so many of these legacy qualities are not just things we pick
up or discard based on our own convenience or comfort. Rather these legacy qualities—like
loyalty—should be evident in our lifestyle and reflected in our heart attitudes. As you go
through the day, picture yourself wearing loyalty like a necklace, so that your family members
and friends are blessed by that loyalty on display in your life.
What steps could you take right now to write loyalty “on the tablet of your heart”?

In what ways might others around you see that loyalty in your words and actions?

Commit the following Scripture verses to memory to help develop the godly characteristics of
generosity and loyalty.
“Freely you received, freely give.” - MATTHEW 10:8
“Never let loyalty and faithfulness leave you. Tie them around your neck; write them on the
tablet of your heart.” - PROVERBS 3:3

